Communication in Sawn.
Soupur and Revelganj. It will also have been remarked that nearly all ^ the river courses, the Gandak, Dhawai, Gangri, and Katsat ultimately join into one stream, called after the first of these rivers, and which, being turned back from confluence with the Ganges by this elevated bank, falls into the great Gandak opposite Hajipur, or at its union with the Ganges. In fact the railway along these seventy miles would first meet with a river requiring a consider^-able bridge at its western extremity, where Sewan is situated, on the Doha, whilst culverts would span the few petty water-courses it would cross further east.
The question of expense and the raising of capital has been considered by the District officials, and it is believed that the first section should be constructed for 40 lakhs of rupees, of which; amount 20 lakhs would be forthcoming in the District. The Maharaja of Hathwa is credited with the intention of supplying 10 lakhs, and other zemindars may be expected to contribute a like sum. The wealthy merchants of Kevelganj and Patna might als6 be induced to yield their quotas, and a portion, such as Es, 50,000, of the JRoad Cess income might be expended as yearly interest in raising 10 or 12 lakhs more, while the Government itself, threatened as it has been continuously for years by the danger of famine in Sarun, might be expected to act liberally. It is hardly too much to say that in no portion of Bengal is it more bound to supply the means of-rapidly supplementing the local food-supply when endangered "by dearth and drought. The average population of the whole of Sarum is 778 souls to the square mile, Whilst in the thana&y otf police circles of DighWfirfc, Mdnjhi and SeWia, through wnidH the proposed railway would pas*, it reaches the enormous figtfreS of 925, 901 and 830 persons to the square inile* The relief of thef famine of 1874 in Sarun cost the State 60 lakhs, or, including charges incurred outside the District, SO lakhs of rupees in a single year. Even in the most jjrotfperous years Sarun is hardly able to feed itself. To it applies with special force the remark of Mr. A. P. MacDonnell in his report on the food-supply of Behar. ** Population ia north Bebar is now pressing so close on the means of* subsistence thfct every slight deficiency in the rainfall causes a failure in the fodd-dtpply, and every failure in the food-supply becomes inevitably an occasion for invoking the aid of Government," and it is hoped that the responsible authorities will not wait for a repetition of disasters like those of 1866 and 1874 before supplying Sarun with the best insurance against such a state of things."
There is one objection raised to railway extension in Sarun, and that is, that it would have to compete with river carriage on the Gandak and Gogra. The former river may be left out of account, as the railway would affect the tracts whose .traffic it carries, only